
PWOMTY 



DOCUMENT 



PCT/6B 200W 0 0 0 6 9 3 

o 



INVBSTORINFBOPLB 

The Patent Office 
Concept House 
Cardiff Road 
Newport |~~ 

SouthW i|flgc./?27 APR 2004 
NPIO 8C 



WlPO 



PCT 



I, the undersigned, being an officer duly authorised in accordance with Section 74(1) and (4) 
of the Deregulation & Contracting Out Act 1994, to sign and issue certificates on behalf of the 
Comptroller-General, hereby certify that annexed hereto is a true copy of the documents as 
originally filed in connection with the patent j^plication identified therein. 



In accordance with the Patents (Companies Re-registration) Rules 1982, if a company named 
in this certificate and any accompanying documents has re-registered under the Companies Act 
1980 with the same name as that with which it was registered immediately before re- 
registration save for the substitution as, or inclusion as, the last part of the name of the words 
"public limited company" or their equivalents in Welsh, references to the name of the company 
in this certificate and any accompanying documents shall be treated as references to the name 
with which it is so re-registered. 



In accordance with the rules, the words "public limited company" may be replaced by p.l.c, 
pic, P.L.C. or PLC. 

Re-registration under the Companies Act does not constitute a new legal entity but merely 
subject^^ company to certain additional company law rules. 




Signed 
Dated 8 April 2004 




SEP-a003 17: IB FROM:flPPLEYflRD LEES 



01618359654 



TO; 401633 B14444 



Patents Form 1/77 



Request for grant of a patent " ^ 



SEP ^^'J^ 



Tb« TaUtti orace 
CardiiTRoad 
Newport 
NP9 IRH . 



1. YourRcfrresce 



2. Appl^tMiiMnmbcr 



3. Full iiaxne» addrcu and poaicodc 
of tile ax eadi Applicant 

Oounlry/statB of incocponitoci 
(ifaRpUeable) 



02QCPQ3 CQ344 4 Q 1 D0204G. 



BA/SUX/NOB/yi770 



J>01/7700 0.00-0320545.7 



_ 0320545.7 

Joseph Noblett 
The BcsseJcir 
Barkers F^ni 
Cbarnock Rhshiurd 
Chorky 
LHOcnshfre 
FR7SLE 



- 2 SEP 2003 



4. TUteofflkBinveaticai 



hmfrovements m A3n> relating to tree 

STANDS 



5. 


Natiso of Qgont 


APPLEYARD LEES 






Address for acrvicfr in the UK to 


15CLAIC£ROA]> / 






vUch aU cofjceapoiad6tte6 ^ould 


HALIFAX / 






be sent 


HX12HY / 






PatencB ADP number 


190001 y 




6. 


PnorityBlAtmedtCK 


Countiy Appllcatianiinmbor 


Data of filing 






United Kingdom 0318372.0 


06 Aug 2003 


7. 


DMcdimal staiDS claimed Utom 


Kfnfnter of paient a^ypEcation 


Date of 61^8 



8, Is^fftqlonaentofrnvenl^^ JSO 
* of rigbs to fifant a patent fequitttd Jxk 
stqiport of tliia application? 



Patents Fonu 1/77 



TO: +01633 914444 



P. 003^023 



9. Bote (be nmnbor of sbaots £br ony 
of die fbllowiog itms ym ore 
flJing with this ihnn. Do not count 
copies of tho same dooiunont 

Continiurifon sheets of Ais fimn 

Doflcrlpiion 

ClsimCs) 

Abstract 

DxBWlns(s) 4 

10« Ifyouarculfiofillasanyofthe 
(bSowbg, atite bow noany against 
Gsvcb itoni 

FdoriQf documonto 

T^anslqflon of pliotity docuiceals 

Statemenc of inventorship and 
tifiibt to grant a patent (PF 7/77) 

Reguost ibr apiBUrainajy 
oxRininatlon Slid aoarcb 9/77} 

Request fiir aubstanlive 
examination (P7 lC/77) 

Any other docutnema 

(plcaso ^spBQify) 





11. 



Wo foq.uest die grant of a potent on fhe basis of this application. 
Slgnatass Pa^ 



APFLEYARDLEES 



02 September 2003 




12, Cbntact 



Ben Appleton ^ Dlfil 835 9<!5S 



w 



SEP-S003 IT: IB FROM:«»PLEYPRD LEES 01618359654 TD:4gl633 Bl^ P.W^ 



I 

I Xnprovttnants Xtx and Relating eo Trao Stands 

i Field of the invention 

I 5 This invention relates to tree stands, and in particular, 

but not exclusively to Christmas tree stands. The 
invention also extends to kits including a tareo stand; and 
a method of seciAXing a tree in a tree stand. 

; 10 Backgroimd to the Invention 

i It is known to place cut trees, shrxibs or other plants in 

support apparatus in the form of holders or stands to 
j present the plant in an aesthetically appealing Tnanner. 

15 . 

•• Particuiarly it ds known at Cbristmas titne to plac6 cut 
treaa, uerJially fir oaf spruce trees, in Christmas tree 
stand8 80 that the cau-istmas . tree may be prosantad in a 
doraeatie enviroiMaent and decorated with appropriate 
30 CbrlBtmae decorations. 

There are various types of tree stands available for 
seouring a Christraas tree. One ooraraonly used typa o£ 
stand is a cutout saation of a tree trunk which has a 
25 recess cut or bored partway through the section. The cut 
trunk end of a Christmas tree is slnnply inserted into the 
recess in the stand. The weight of the cutout section 
effects stabilisation of the Christmas tree and reduces 
the chance of the tree toppling. The circumference of the 
30 diriBttnaa tyee ia usually chosen to be substantially 
identical or slightly larger than the circumference of the 
recess in the stand, to enable a snug fit of the tree in 
the stand. 
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I A problecn with the above -^mentioned type of stand Is that, 

I due to the anug £lt of the Christmas tree in the racesa^ 

! there is no provision for a water reservoir which will 

I 5 eziable the cut end of the tree to draw water and increase 

; the working lifetiTne of the tree. 



A second known type of stand coTOprises a generally 
cylindrical tuha having a number of apertures Into which 

10 can ba threaded screws, and when a tree la inserted into 
the stand, the screws inay be inserted such that they 
protrude into the cylinder and shut the trunk of the tree 
In ord^r to tightly restrain the tree in the stand. The 
stand is comnonly connected to, or foixns part of a 

15 weighted base member which helps to prevent the tree and 
stand from toppling over In use. Suah stands can be used 
with a water reservoir^ but in practiea it is difficult to 
support the tree in a suitable position relative to a 
water reservoir, and water from the reservoir may easily 

20 spill. 

It is therefore an aim of preferred etiibodiments of the 
present invention to overcome or mitigate a problem of the 
prior art, whether e3q?ressly stated herein or not- 



25 



Summary of the inventioinL 



According to a first aspect of the present invention there 
As provided a tree stand comprising a tree -retaining 
30 member and a diaphragm, wherein the tree stand is 
arrangeable, in use with a fluid reservoir comprising an 
aperture euah that in usq the diaphragm substantially 
fills the aperture of the fluid reservoir* 
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Thu6 fluid from a fluid reaervolr is largely prevented 
from spillage. spillage may be a problem when a tree is 
transported in placa in a tree stand/ or if a tree standi 
5 iB accidentally knocked or tipped. 

The tree atand is preferably arranged to be detachably 
connectable to a fILuid reservoir, in use. Alternatively 
the tree stand may be arranged to be immovably fixed to 
10 the fluid reaarvToir, An laae. 

Suitably, the diaphragm ie substantially circular in plan. 
Suitably, the • .diaphragm coiK^risee a body region and an 
edge region. Suitably, the edge region is arrangaable to 
15 in us^. eontafet an yedgfet cf the aperture of a fluid 
reservoir when the tiree stand is arranged, with a fluid 
reservoir. 

Suitably, tha adge region of the diaphragm is arrwnged to 
20 be piAsh fit within the aperture of the fluid rapervolr. 
Suitably, the edge region of the diaphragm is arranged to 
extend above and/or belov the body of diaphragm. 
Suitably, the edge region ooTis>rieeB a lip. Suitably, Che 
lip is arra^iged to form an interference fit joint over the 
35 edge of the aperture of a fluid reservoir when the tree 
stand is arranged with a fluid reservoir.- 

Alternatively the edge region of the diaphragm may be 
arranged to be push fit on the outsa.de of the fluid 
30 reservoir at or in the region of the aperture of the fluid 
reservoir. 
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^ suitably, the tree -ret iilnlng tnembax Is inountecSi within the 

I diaphragm. Suitably, the tree -re taming meraber .oomprlaea 

• an opening arranged sueh that when the tree stand ia 

, arranged in use with a fluid reservoir, a -tree retained 

j 5 therein can comrnunicate with the interior of the fluid 

I reaexvoir. 



ic 



15 



20 



25 



30 



Suitably, the tree ^retaining member cowpriaas a 
flubatantially cylindrloal member, and may be positioned 
concentrically within the diaphragm. Alternatively, the 
trea-retainlng member comprlaaa a substantially 
fruatoconloal member, ami may be positioned concent rically 
within the diaphragm. Suitably,- opening of the tree- 
retaining member ia arranged at a relatively low point on 
the diaphragm when ^^he .at^ is arranged with a fluid 
raaervolr . 

The tree -retaining member may extend above and/or below 
the body of the diaphragm. Preferably the tree -retaining 
mambar is the aole means for retaining a tree in the tree 
stand. Thus preferably, a tree inaerted into the trae- 
retalnlng member ia aolely retalxjed by abutment of the 
tree with the interior surface of the tree -retaining 
member. Thus preferably the tree -retaining .meniber does 
not comprise meohanioal means to retain a tree. Thus in 
order to retain a tree in the tree atand a user does not 
have to effect operation of any mechanioal meana such as 
screws or bolts, and does not therefore hav« to kneel or 
bend to the ground level to insert and retain the tree. 

Preferably the diaphragm con^isea a passageway theroin 
which effects fluid communieation between the exterior and 
interior of the fluid reservoir. 
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Preferably the diaphxagro comprisee a plurality of 
paasagewayn to effect £3.uld ooirmamlcation between the 
exterior and interior of the fluid reservoir. 

S Suitably, an end of the or each paeeageway is located at a 
relatively low point on the diaphragm when the stand ia 
arranged with a fluid reservoir. 



Suitably the papaageway or paaeageways are formed at or 
10 near to the crea -retaining member. Suitably, the 
passageway or passageways axe fozroed toward the centre of 
the diaphragm. 

Suitably^ the passageways or* paesa^ewaye- are defined by a 
15 tube. f:$'- ' '^^'t 

. Suitably, the tree^retaining meniber comprises a out out 
section to provide a passageway. In this instance the 
passageway is in use defined by the tree and the tree^ 

ao retaining mstjiber* Suitably, the edge region of the 
diaphragm eompriees a cut out section to provide a 
passageway* In thla Instance the passageway is in use 
defined by the edge region of the diaphragm and an edge of 
" the aperture of the fluid resexvoir. Suitably, the tree- 

S5 retaining thamber and/or edge region of the diaphragm 
comprise a plurality of cut out sections . 

Suitably, the tree -retaining member is supported by a 
- strengthening rib. Suitably, the tree-retaining member is 
30 supported by a plurality of strengthening ribs. 



The tree stand may be of any suitahlei material, but ds 
preferably of plastics material, or of metal (including 
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alloy) . The tree ©tand may be oonatnictad firoro 
polyethylene, ABS, irou, cast: iron, alurolnium or Btalnlese 
ateal . 

5 According to a aeoond aspect: of the present invention 
there is provided a kit contprising a tree stand of the 
first aspect of the invention and a tree. 

Preferably the tree ie a cut tree suitable for uae as a 

10 Ch2^i0tUlas tree. 

Suitably the out tree coiriprlaes a truiik; " which in the 
region of the cut end thereof, . has a circumference 
flubptantially identical to ' the interior c^Lrcumf erence of 
15 the tree -retaining member. .4. . 

According to a third aspect of the present invention there 
is provided a kit coniprieing a tree stand of the first 
appect of the invention and a fluid reservoir. 

20 

Suitably, the fluid rapervoir comprises a tree-retaining 
member. suitably, the tree-retaining Tnember compriees a 
. cylindrical member ♦ Suitably, the tree -retaining, member 
projects from a base region of the fluid reservoir. 

25 

Suitably, the tree -retaining member is? supported by a 
strengthening rib. Suitably, the tree-retaining member is 
supported by a plurality of strengthening ribs/ Suitably 
the atrefigthenlng ribs are disposed on an exterior portion 
30 of the tree-retaining member. 

Suitably, the tree -retaining member comprises a vein. 
Suitably, the tree -retaining member cpnprises a plurality 
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Of veinp. Suitably, the veAjas arc disposed on. an interior 
portion of the tree- retaining member. Suitably i the or 
each, vein is arranged to maintain separation between the 
interior portion of the tree -retaining member and the tree 
5 trunk. 

Suitably, the tree -retaining member comprieeo a channel 
arranged to enable fluid communication between interior 
and exterior portions of the tree -retaining member. 

Suitably, the tree -retaining member is positioned 
concentrically within the fluid reservoir. 

^ Preferably the tree-retaining member is the; 43ole retaining 
15 means in the fluid reservoir. Thus preferably, .a tiee 
inserted into the tree -retaining member is solely retained, 
by abutment of the tree with the Interior surface of the 
tree -retaining member. Thus preferably the 

tree -retaining member doea not comprise mechanical means 
20 to retain a tree. Thus in order to retain a tree in the 
reservoir a user doe^ not have to effect operation of any 
mechanical means puch as screws or bolts, . and does not 
therefore have to kneel or bend to the ground level to 
insert and retain the .tree. 

25 

Suitably, the fluid reservoir comprises a ledge arranged 
to support the tree stand when arranged in use with the 
tree stand. Suitably, the ledge is disposed proximate to 
the aperture of the fluid reservoir. ^ 

30 

According to • a fourth aspect of the present invention 
there is provided a method of securing a cut tree in a 
tree stand/ the method comprising the steps of; 
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(a) providing a trfta stand ooinpriBing a tra© -retaining 
Tnewbdr and a diaphragni; 

S <b) providing a fluid reservoir cowprieing an 

aperture; 

(c> arranging the treo stand such that the diaphragm 
substantially fills the aperture of the fluid 
10 reservoir; and 

(d) inserting the free end of . the trunk of a cut tree 
into the tree-retaining member. 

^j^,; . . 15 . ^ 5y cut*., tree we mean a tree which has beeu cut by any^ 
.suitable means to provide a cut end of the trunk of the 
tree distal to the apex of the tree. Thus treea may be 
cut by chopping, cuttixjg^ sawing and the like for example. 

20 Preferably the xnethod coitiprises a step before step (d) of 
shaping a portion of the trunJc of the cut tree at the cut 
end of the rree sucju that its surface dimensions are 
suitable to be received in the tree- retaining member. 

2S Preferably the method comprises a step before step (d) of 
shaping a portion of the trunk of the cut tree at the cut 
and of the tree such that its surface dimensions are 
suitable no be received in the tree -retaining member; and 

30 The cut end of the trunk of the tree may b,e phaped by any 
suitable means, including sawing^ chopping, shaving, 
planing or the like. 
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Preferably the method furthei* cott^riaea the . step of 
providing water to the fluid reservoir/ and water may be 
provided to partly or cottipletBly fill the rasonroir- The 
water may be provided at step <b) , and/or after the 
5 oomplebiozi of all steps (a) to (d) . 

It is to be understood that steps (a) to (d) are not 
necessarily performed from (a) to (d) in alphabetical 
order. For instance, step (c) may be performed after the 
10 completion of all other ste^s. 

Preferably the tree atand and fluid reservoir are as 
. described hereinabove. 

IS Brief description of the Drawings 

For a better xmderstanding of the various aspects of the 
invention, and to show how erabodiments of the same may be 
put into practice, a specific etribodiment will now be 
20 deecribedrf with reference to the accoinpanying drawings, in 
which: 

S-igure i illustrates a side view of a preferred embodiment . 
of the tree stand of the invention; 

Figure 2 illustrate© a underside plan view of the 
embodiment shown in Figure 1; 

Figure 3 illustrates a side sectional view of the 
3 0 embodiment shown in Figure 1, arranged in use with a fluid 
reservoir; 
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Figure 4 Illustrates a plan view of a second preferred 
embodiment o« the tree stand of the invention, 

Flgxire S illuatrates a per3peotlve view of a third 
s preferred embodiment of the tree stand of the invention 
coupled to a fluid reservoir also of the invention; 

Figure 6 illustrates a perspective view of the fluid 
reservoir of figure 3; 



Figure 7 illustrates a perspective view of a tree base- 
retaining meniber of the fludd reservoir of Figure 5, and 

# 

Figure . 6 illustrates an underaide perspective view of the 
15 fluid reservoir: of • Figure 5. 



Deaaript loxx of the Preferred grobodimenta 

Referring to Figures 1 and 2 a tree stand 10 coiiiprisea a 
diaphragm 12. The diaphragm 12 cotr^jriaas a body region 14 
and an edge region IS. The tree stand 10 further 
conpriaes a tree -retaining member la mounted within the 
diaphragm 12, The tree-retaining member comprises an 
opening 20 in a substantially cylindrleal member 22, The. 
substantially cylindrical member 22 is positioned 
concentrically within the diaphragm 12, and extends below 
the body region 14 of the diaphragm 12. 

The tree stand 10 is arrangeable in uae with a fluid 
reservoir 3D comprlaixjg an aperture therein, e.g. a bucket 
or plant pot, see Figure 3. when the tree atand 10 is in ■ 
use with the fluid reservoir 30, the edge region 16 of the 
diaphragm 12 contacts the edge of the aperture of the 
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fluid reservoir and the body region 14 and the edge region 
o£ the diaphragm 12 eubstantiaXly fill the aperture of the 
fluid reservoir 30. In this way any water 32 or other 
fluid within the fluid reservoir 30 Is largely prevented 
5 from spilling out of the fluid reservoir 30 If the 
reservoir is knocked or tipped. 

Ihe edge region 16 oan extend above and/or below the body 
region to enable a secure push fit to be made with the 
10 edge of the aperture. The edge region 16 may comprise a 
section of a cylinder, or may be frustoconioal as show in 
Figure 3 to fit into a range of apertures. 

The tree-retaining member;. 18 is arranged such that when 
15 the tree staadr lOErle :&353?anged in use with a fluid 
reservoir, a tree retained therein can communicate with 
the Interior of the fluid reservoir. In use, a tree, such 
as a Christmas tree, which has been cut down by any 
suitable means, first haa its trunk, at the cut end 
20 thereof/ shaped to substantially the identical 
circumference as the Interior circumference of opening 20 
of the tree -retaining member 18. 

The cut end of the tree is then inserted into the tree- 
25 retaining meiriber 18. As the circumference of the cut end 
of the tree is substantially Identical to the interior 
circumference of the retaining member 6, the tree is held 
tight in the tree stand 10 without the need to use any 
meohanical means such ae screws, bolts or the like, to 
30 secure the tree in the stand 10 and prevent it moving 
about within the tree stand 10, As mechanioa.1 means are 
not needed to secure the tree, the tjree stand 10 of the 
embodiment shown in Figures 1 and 2 is easy to us© and a 
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tree can hm ixiserted without the user having to band down 
to ground level and actuate machanlaal meane. Thus the 
tree etand 10 is particularly suited for u»e to elderly 
And Infiinn pereona. 

As the tree-retaining member 18 Is arranged such that whan 
the tree stand 10 Is arranged In use with a fluid 
reservoir, a tree retained therein can eoiraininloate with 
the interior of the fluid reservoir, the tree can oontaot 
fluid within t:he £luld reservoir and draw it up. ir. this 
way the tree stand lo provides a convenient way of 
Bt^orting a tree relative to a fluid reservolr- 
Furthermore, aa the cut end of the tree eubstantially 
fills the opening 20 of ^ tree-retaining member is, 
IS fluid from the flui&irTOfiejbw&ir' i^. impeded from passing 
from the interior of 'the fluid ohambar to the exterior of 
the fluid chaitiber through the opening 2o. This reduces 
fluid spillage if the tree, tree stand or ifluid chamber 
are tipped or knocked. 

SO 

The diaphragm 12 contprises passageways 23 therein which 
sfcects fluid aonsnuni cation between the e^cterior and 
interior of the fluid reservoir when the tree stand 10 is 
arranged In use with a fluid chamber. The paasagewaya 23 
25 compriae tubes through the diaphragm, and allow a user to 
add water or other fluid to the fluid chamber without 
removing the tree from the tree stand 10. or removing the 
tree stand 10 from the fluid chamber. Therefore, the 
passageways make the tree stand 10 coavenient to use when 
It desired to keep the cut end of a tree in contact with 
water. Keeping the cut end of a tree ±n contact with 
water helps to ensure the tree stays fresh for its whole 
working lifetime. in addition, the passageways prevent a 



30 
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build up o£ prefisure within the fluid chamber, £or exacnple 
if the temperature o£ the fluid chamber iACsreases. 



Bach paaaageway 23 ia located at a relatively low point on 
5 the diaphragm 12 when the tree stazxl 10 ia arranged with a 
fluid redBzvQir. Therefore, water can be poured on the 
diaphragm 12 from where it draizxa through the passagewaya 
23 and into the fluid reservoir. The edge region 16 of 
the diaphragm 12 can extexxd above the body region of the 
ao diaphragm to allow a suitable buffer fw water poured 'on 
the diaphragm while that water draina through the 
passageways 23. 

In an alternative embodimentiaahown >±n, Figure 4 passageways 
15 are provided aa cut" -out sSpt^ohs^v^tof ^t tree- retaining 
maTDber and/or edge region. :Th6 ctsit out seat ions of the 
tree- retaining member 40 are not filled by the cut end of 
the tree, and therefore allow fluid to drain between the 
tree and the tree retaining member when a tree is arranged 
20 in place within the tree retaining member • Similarly/ the 
cut out sections 42 of the edge region of the diaphragm 
allow fluid no drain between the tree stand and the fluid 
reservoir when the tree stand is arranged in place within 
the fluid reservoir. 

25 

The tree -retaining member 18 is supported by four 
strengthening ribs 24. The strengthening ribs 24 
reinforce the junction between the diaphragm 12 and the 
tree-retaining rtieinber 18, making ,the tree stand more 
30 resistant to stresses arising from movement of the tree 
relative to the tree stand 10- ^ • 
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Pigurep 5 ehqwfl a third preferred ertibodiroent of the tree 
stand 10 coupled to a fluid reeervoir 34 according to an 
eihbcdltnent of .the Invention. The tree stand 10 cotnprlses 
a diaphragm 12 « The diaphragm 12 coinprises a body region 
S 14 and an edge region (not shown) auch that the stand Ip 
substantially disc-shaped. The tree .stand lo further 
eonprlees a tree- retaining matiflber IB mounted within the 
diaphragm 12 • The tree-retaining member comprises an 
opening 20 in a frustoconioal member 25. The 
10 frustoconlcal meihber 35 is positioned concentrically 
within the diaphragm 12, and extends below the body region 
14 of the diaphragm' 12 . 

Referring now to Figures 6 and 8, ...the .flijid reservoir 34 
is shown in more details The f luidagresarvolir 3©. <romprlaea 
an aperture 38, the edge of which may -.be arraxiged to 
complement the edge of a tree stand described above to 
ensuire a water tight seal at the intierface of the fluid 
reservoir 34 and the edge of the 

tree stand. Also shown in Figure 6 la a ledge 36. The 
ledge 36 can help support a tree stand while in use with 
the fluid reservoir 34 *iiid acts M a stop Co prevent a 
tree stand from passing too far within the fluid reservoir 
34. Plgure 6 also shows a tree base- retaining means 70 
formed at the centre of a base of the fluid reservoir. 



3.5 



20 



25 



Figure 7 ebows the tree baae-rstadjtxing means 70. The tree 
base -retaining msajas 70 coittpriaes a sxibsbantl&lly 
cylindrical membar incliwling a plurality of streogthening 
30 riba 72 arranged around its exterior surface, and a 
plurality of veins 74 arranged around Its interior 
surface. The strengthexsiinig ribs 72 extend substantially 
parpandioular to the base of the fluid reservoir 34, do 
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th9 veins 74. The velxiB 74 serve tp maintain a reparation 
between the cyllndricsal intwlox surface of Che tree ba3e- 
retaining tttdniber 70 and the trunk of a tree in use 
retained therein, in this way fluid such as water within 
5 the fluid reservciir can pass down the space maintained by 
the veins 34 and access the lowermost out: end of the tree. 

Also shown in Figure 7 is a channel 76 arranged to enable 
fluid communication between Interior and exterior portions 
10 of the tree base- retaining member 70. so that; excess fluid 
within the tree base-retaining member 70 can drain away, 
and so that fluid within the body of the fluid reservoir 
34 can access the cut end of a tree retaln<iid in the tree 
base-retaining mBmber 70. - . 

^ * In further embodiments the edge region 16 ' may comprise a 
lip arranged to form an interference fit joint over the 
edge of the aperture 38 of the fluid reservoir 34 when the 
tree stand 10 is arranged with the fluid reservoir 34. 
20 The lip may be arranged to foann a watertight seal over the 
edge of the aperture 38 of the fluid reservoir 34. 

Thus a tree etand has been described that enables a user 
to conveniently support a tree relative to a fluid 
25 reservoir- The tree stand can be used to support a tree 
• relative to other support structures or bases / for example 
plant pots . or containers that are not capable of holding 
fluids. The tree stajid helps to reduce ©pillage or water 
from within a fluid reservoir, which ig particularly 
30 advantageous in the home, or when trees are being 
transported. Furthermore, the tree stand is convenient to 
use, both in terms of arrangeinent with a tree and for 
replenishing the contents of the fluid reservoir. 
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The rMder'9 afctontlon Is directed to all papere and 
documents which are filed concurrently with or prevlo\ie to 
this Bpeclfioatlon In connection with this application and 
S which are open to public inspection with this 
specification, and the contents oj; all such papers and 
documents are incorporated herein by reference. 

All of the features disclosed in this specification 
10 (Including any accompanying elairos, abstract. and 
drawiiigB) . and/or all of the steps of any taethod or 
process so disclosed, may be combined in any coiriblnation, 
v • except ^ combinations where at least some of such features 

. and/qj: steps are mutually exclusive. 

vsEach.. feature disclosed in this specification (including 
any accornpanylng claims, abstract and drawings), may be 
replaced by alternative features serving the same, 
equivalent or similar purpose, unless expressly stated 
ao otherwise. Thus, unless expressly stated otherwise, each 
feature disclosed is one example only of a generic series 
of equivalent or Similar features. 

The inviention is not restricted to the details of the 
25 foregoing embodiment (s) . The invention extend to any novel 
one, or any novel combination, of the features disclosed 
in this specification (including any accompanying claims, 
abstract and drawings) , or to any novel one, or any novel 
eomb^-natlon, of the steps of any method or proceiss ..so 
30 disclosed. 
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